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B l o g g i n g  E x p l a i n e d  

1.  What is a blog?  A blog is a type of a website - like a forum or a social site (for example Facebook).  For 
anyone starting a blog, there are two options: 

• Join a free blogging service  
• Install a blog on your own hosting environment 

Joining a free blogging service has the advantage of being quick to set-up, needs little technical skills, 
and you obviously don’t have to pay for it.  The main blogging platforms are: 

• www.wordpress.com  
• www.blogger.com 
 
To start your own blog, go to one of the above providers; open an account and you are ready to start 
posting your ideas on the web.  If you need any help with setting up your blog, you can find a lot of 
information and useful links in my blog: www.theartofblog.wordpress.com 
 
2.  What are the benefits of having a blog?   As soon as you start writing about your experiences, 
you begin to reflect on your work and learning progress.  That habit it’s a very powerful feature for 
everyone who wants to communicate his or her ideas and visions well.   The blog becomes a tool to 
help you understand that learning is not only the activity and experience but also allowing yourself time 
for what I like to call THE WHITE SPACE THINKING.   
Ask yourself questions:  What have I learned today?  Was my day profitable?  What would I do 
differently?  
Soon you will start dedicating time to what’s truly important to you.  You will become more efficient 
at planning and delivering your projects. 
 
The main benefits of keeping a blog: 
• It slows down the time for a short period of time, so you have a chance to clarify and work 

through what’s important for your project or learning development. 
• The past is a huge treasure chest of knowledge and concepts if it is documented properly. 

Having a regularly updated blog will allow you to have that resource.  
• It’s is a good habit to start and put in your life as a discipline leading to become well organized 

and confident about your work. 
• Your work is easily accessible from any place in the world. 
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3.  How to blog effectively?  How to deliver your message and engage your audience 
through your writing? 
 
As a student at Chelsea College and later in your professional life as a designer you will be required to 
present your projects and ideas on daily bases.  Writing a blog is a great training platform to become 
successful at your verbal presentations.   
 
So, how do you actually do it?  My advice is to write with clarity, knowledge, passion, confidence and 
charisma.   
Present your ideas convincingly and in order.  To be able to do that, make sure that you understand 
what you trying to communicate to your audience.   
 

1. Avoid “copy and paste” of someone else’s work.  It’s better to have a short paragraph produced 
by yourself.   

2. Be credible!  Know what you are talking about. If you not sure about something, admit it and 
support your statement by a legible sources. 

3. ALWAYS give credit to the owner of any quotes and images.  Link to sources, tag images and 
drawings, even you own. 

4. Add illustrations and drawings of your work.  They don’t have to be perfect! 
5. Be systematic and logical. 
6. And last, be yourself.  Natural, honest and friendly.  If your readers see you as a sociable person, 

it will instantly win their sympathy towards what you have to say to them. 
 
Good blog example:  www.severnboy.blogspot.com  
This is a wonderful journey of a single childhood memory developing into a piece of art.  
 
And finally, your task for this week:   
 
Take a plain piece of paper and write five words that you can associate with today’s presentation.  This 
activity will twitch your brain to being contemplative.  Next, open up a blog and write your first 
post describing your experience at the blog presentation.  Have you learned anything new?  Did you 
find it informative or boring?  Anything that comes first to your mind.  Be spontaneous. Try to put an 
image or a quote describing your post if you can.  Don’t forget to include your five words in your post.   
 
Good luck! 


